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FOR RELEASE SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8
Montana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  -will deck the h a l ls  o f i t s  Music b u ild in g  fo r  an open 
house Sunday, Dec. 15, from 3 to  5 p. m., commemorating the 10th  an n iversary  o f the 
ce leb rated  s tru c tu re . The afternoon f e s t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be a prelude to  the U niver­
s i t y ’ s annual Christmas con cert, which w i l l  be g iven  at 8:15 p. m. in  the U n iv e rs ity  
Theater as a b e n e fit  performance fo r  the MSU Music Foundation sch o larsh ip  program.
Scores o f music tea ch e rs , a d m in istrato rs, co n tracto rs and a rc h ite c ts  have made 
a p ilgrim age to  M issoula to  see the fu n ctio n a l innovations incorporated  in  the 
s t r ik in g  e d i f ic e .  The b u ild in g ’ s worldwide p ress n o tice s include four f u l l  pages o f 
p ic tu re s  and blue p r in ts  in  recent issu e s  o f Spanish and I t a l ia n  a rc h ite c tu ra l maga­
zines .
Dr. Luther A. Richman o f the music fa c u lty , who served as dean o f the School o f 
Fine A rts from 1952 to  1962, r e c a l ls  th at in te re ste d  c it iz e n s  around the s ta te  work­
ed w ith the fa c u lt y  and the a r c h ite c ts , Fox and B a lia s  o f M issoula, in  developing 
the design  th at has won the b u ild in g  in te rn a tio n a l n o tice .
The p lan n ers, o f course, t r ie d  to  get the most space fo r  the le a s t  money, a c ­
cording to  Dr. Richman, but they never lo s t  s ig h t o f the b u ild in g 's  prim ary purpose: 
To provide students the best f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  q u a lity  music education . Because they 
did not s a c r i f i c e  th e ir  main goal to  any extraneous co n sid eratio n s, the b u ild in g  
stands as a monument to  w ise p lanning.
The b u ild in g 's  en viab le  a c o u st ic a l q u a lit ie s  were achieved by using soundproof 
w a lls , s p e c ia l ly  tre a te d  f lo o r s ,  s lan ted  c e il in g s  w ith few, i f  any, 180-degree 
an gles, and outside stone lo u vers fo r  a d d itio n a l sound co n tro l. The b irch-pan eled , 
400-se a t  r e c i t a l  h a l l  (equipped w ith a 2 ,32 9 -p ip e , custom b u ilt  organ) was designed
e x c lu s iv e ly  fo r  m usical perform ances, so no a c o u st ic a l compromises were made fo r  
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The red m ission b ric k  e x te r io r  w ith Indiana lim estone trim  makes the b u ild in g
as s a t is fy in g  a e s t h e t ic a l ly  as i t  i s  a c o u s t ic a lly .
I
Dr. Richman pointed out th at the a t tra c t io n s  o f the Music Department's p h y si­
c a l qu arters p lus the magnet o f an e x c e p tio n a lly  strong fa c u lty  have drawn students
\
in  such numbers th a t a wing or two must be added to  the b u ild in g  very  soon i f  i t  i s  
to  continue to  serve i t s  purpose e f f e c t iv e ly .  F o rtu n ate ly , the o r ig in a l p lans pro­
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